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Compare and Contrast Essay 
“The artist is the creator of beautiful things.” (L, 20-21). This is a quote from Oscar Wilde’s book, The Picture of Dorian Gray. Just as engineering is the art of making things happen, so is writing a good novel. Oscar Wilde scored a winner in his novel, so much so, that it has been turned into a graphic novel. The problem with turning classic stories into graphic novels is that they never live up to a person’s imagination. Upon reading the graphic and literary The Picture of Dorian Gray, readers can easily compare and contrast genre.
Both novels were similar in literary elements. They had plot, theme, setting, characters and resolution. When looking at these works, the thing a reader realizes is that the characters are same. The main character is Dorian Gray. His character is that of a spoil beautiful child. This child has been over indulgence his whole life. This makes him an easy target for Lord Henry Wotton. While Basil Hallward only sees Dorian Gray as a beautiful model, Lord Henry perceives him as another conquest. The way that Oscar Wilde describes these character make it easy for the reader to fall into the story with all it different themes.
With any compare and contrast assignment, some elements are the similar. This holds true to these two types of books. The first thing that is similar is the characters. Both books had the same main characters; Dorian Gray, Basil Hallward and Lord Henry Wotton. 
Another element that remains the same in both books is the themes.  The purpose of art is one such theme. It is represented again and again thorough out the story. This theme was used when Sybil Vane explain why she acted so poorly.  
“To-night, for the first time in my life, I become conscious that the Romeo was hideous, and old, and painted, that the moonlight in the orchard was false   that the scenery was vulgar and that the words I had to speak were unreal, were not my words, not what I wanted to say. You had brought me something higher, something of which all art is but a reflection.”(L, 77)
Another theme would be the supremacy of youth and beauty.  This them is seen again and again in connection with Dorian Gray. The first time it put into words is in chapter two. Then, Lord Henry sums quite nicely in the following quote. 
“…And beauty is a form of genius--is higher, indeed, than genius, as it needs no explanation. It is of the great facts of the world, like sunlight, or spring-time, or the reflection in dark waters of that silver shell we call the moon. It cannot be questioned. It has its divine right of sovereignty. It makes princes of those who have it…”  (L, 91)
It would seem that all Dorian Gray had to do was look young beautiful, and no one would think he could ever do any wrong. This attitude plays into the next theme; the superficial nature of society. It would seem that turn of the century in London, England was very superficial. At least, Oscar Wilde makes his readers believe this about the upper class. 
“But think of Dorian’s birth, and position, and wealth. It would be absurd for him to marry so much beneath him.” (L, 67)
This one statement explains how society at that time was only worried about what people would say. Instead they should have more worried about what evil lives inside a man.  Last but not least, the most critical theme of the story would be the negative consequence of influence. This plays an important role in story. It is Lord Henry’s influence that blinds Dorian Gray.  Then, it is Dorian Gray’s influence that becomes the down fall of his friends or acquaintances. 
“He answered to every touch and thrill of the bow….There was something terribly enthralling in the exercise of influence.” (L, 38)
Then, there is the similarity of setting. It only seems right that the set is the same. The story takes place in London, England around the turn of the 19th century.  While the scenes change from area to area, most of them take place within the city limits. The exception would the scenes that take place at Selby Royal. Hence, this means that settings are the same. Another element is plot.
	For most readers, the plot of the story seems easy. In reality, it little more complicated than Dorian Gray wishing to remain young and his picture growing old. The plot encompasses the seven deadly sins. While Dorian Gray retains his youth and beauty, he commits every sin and destroys his soul and portrait. Most readers do not realize this. They opt to see just the façade of the book.
	By the end of the story, Dorian Gray decides to destroy the portrait that Basil Hallward creates. What he does not realize is that he killing his soul. When he stabs the paint, Oscar Wilde takes the reader down to the services. This resolution is the same in both the graphic and literary novel. Similarities are fine, but readers will find more differences. 
	One of the major differences is the dialogue. In the graphic novel, every characters dialogue is summarized. By the editor and graphic artist doing this, they change the drift of the story. It still same characters, but information is left out. The readers quickly notice that parts are missing and represented at different moments. When dialogue is change around, it makes the characters intent different and confusing. This is not the only difference between the two books. There is also a different of scenes. Things that happen one way in the literary novel is different in the graphic novel.  The scene in Basil’s Hallward’s garden, it is the same but different. It show Lord Henry and Dorian Gray going into the garden. This happens in both books. Although the graphic novel changes dialogue and events around, it also leaves much of the dialogue and movement out. By doing this, it strips the audience of the suspense and logical order of events. Again and again, it happens in the graphic novel. Eventually, the readers feel, as if, they are reading two different stories with the same plot. This leads the readers to noticing the different point of view. Oscar Wilde focuses on Dorian Gray’s journey into hell and death. While the graphic novel does not, it focuses on Dorian Gray’s behavior and the pictures deterioration. By the graphic artist and editor making all the changes and leaving things out; the graphic novel moves the story from a gothic romance into a simply story. 
	Another major thing that the readers notice is the number of chapters that are left. Also the graphic novel only uses one line from preface. “…All art is quiet useless.” (G, 1) While in the literary novel, people read the whole preface.
“The artist is the creator of beautiful things… When critics disagree the artist is in accord with himself. We can forgive a man for making a useful thing as long as he does not admire it. The only excuse for making a useless thing is that one admires it intensely…” (L, 11)
By the editor and graphic artist doing this, a reader wonders what they are implying. Are they saying that the graphic novel is useless? It is quandary why they only took one small piece of the preface. For it is the preface, that explain the Oscar Wilde attitude towards the English people and society at that time. Then, they leave out whole chapters that matter to events in the book. When they leave out chapter seventeen, the reader does not understand why James Vane is in the country. They have to make guess with understanding. 
“…but now and then a thrill of terror ran through him when he remembered that , pressed against the window of the conservatory, like a white handkerchief, he had seen the face of James Vane watching him.” (L, 167)
Leaving this out, readers do not comprehend the importance of James Vane dying in the country at Selby Royal. 
 	Another thing they graphic people did was to combine chapters twelve and thirteen. This is when Dorian Gray kills Basil Hallward. There no buildup of suspense or tension in the graphic novel. It just happens. Hence, readers are shocked by the murder and Dorian Gray’s callous attitude afterwards. This is true climax of story. It should shock and startle a reader. All and all, the parts left out make for less anticipation and no imagination. 
After reading the graphic and literary novel of The Picture of Dorian Gray, the differences are more than people realize. If you just read the graphic novel, readers would never know difference. While the artist is the creator of beautiful things, it is the audience that gives life to the art. This is so with anything. It is the human factor that makes it all worth wild. The problem that I see with is that a classic story as graphic novel is not a good thing. These types of books never live up to a person’s imagination. 
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